At two o'clock on the aftcrnoon of Thursday, April 9, the jury
announced that they were dead-lcclked and could not agreoe on a verdict.
Eleven of therm stood for the death penalty and onc for life imprison-
ment. Judge Hawkins declared s mistrial, and the child was ordercd
back to jail to awalt anothcr crdcal at o later date. He is now in
the Birmingham jail. The other cight defendants were kept a short
tine alsc in Birmingham, and then romoved to Kilby prison, about four
milcs from Montgomery. I visited them there in their cells in the
death row on May 12, locked up two togcther in a ccll, frightencd
childrcen caught in a terrible trap without understanding what it is
21l about.
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“Conflict botwoon Rival Orzanizations for Control of Casec

Two organizaticns have been in irrcconcilable conflict over the
handling of the casc since the conclusion of the trial. The Inter-
natlonal Labor Defensc, a Corrmunist-led organization with southern
headquartcrs in Chattanooga, rcad of thc arrcst of the Negrocs in the
press and sent represcntatives at once to Scottsboro to obsérve cvents
therc. The National Asscciation for thc Advancement of Colored Pceplce
say that they were informed of the casc through thce Interdenomination-
al Ministers Alllance, an organization of colored preachers in Chattan-
ooga, and clain crcdit for the presence at the trial of Steven Roddy,
Chattanooga attorney who reprcscnted himsclf in Scottsboro as scnt by
friends of thc defendants in Chattanooga, but refused to go on rccord
as attorney in thce casc, saying that he had not been employecd by ang
organization whatever. Hilo Moody, an ancicnt Scottsboro lawyer, cf
low type and rare practice, was appointed by the Judge to reprcscnt
the defensc. Later both Mr. Roddy and Mr. Moody recelved a small
fce from the National Association for the Advancement of Cclored Pcopnle,

After the convictions werc rushed through by the Scottsboro
authorities, thec International Labor Defense rctained their Southcrn
attorney, George Chamlecc, of Chattanooga, to start action for an ‘

appeal of the case., On May 6, when thc hearing on a new trial cane
up in Scottsboro, Mr., Chamlce was prescnt as attorney for the defend-
ants and apncared beforc the Judge on the hcaring which was postponed
until May 20.

Thé two organizations differ so fundamentelly on principles and
tactics, that any hope of a compromise in the legal control of the
case seems impcssible., The I,L.,D. believes in making appcals to the
masses of the workers, both black and white, on the issue of the case,
calling upon them to support the defense of the prisoners on a class
basis. By constant agitation through the Comrunist press and by mass
meetings, the Communists believe in using the case as propaganda to
cducate the working cass and to make clear to them what the Cormunist
Party stands for. :

The thing for which they have been criticized riost severcly by
opnonents of their political philosophy in their tactics on the Scotts=-
boro casc is the sending of telegrams to the Governor of Alabama, the
Judge at the trial, and other public officials, As printed in the
Scottsboro paper, the telegram from the I,L.D. sent to Judge




Hawkins during thc trial pead: "In names of masscs white and Negro
workers we pretest attermpt to legally lynch nine young Negro workers
Scottsboro on framcuv rape charges. We demand immediate change venue
new ftrial, dismissal defcense lawycrs oponly acdvocating quick exccu-
tion, Imminent danger lynchirg mob. Guardsmen openly advocate lynch-
ing. 'Te hold you resncnsible for lives thesc ninc workers,™

The MAACP 1s shecked and dismayed by these tactics, thinking
that it does great harm to the case as the members of the organization
believe it should be conducted. They favor working quietly with oo
little publicity as peossible, through liberal contacts in the South
wherever possible. Thev are most anxlous to try to avoid antagonizing
Southern prejudice.

By going to infterview the colored prisoners at Kilby in company
with a Negro minister, the Rev. Terrell, from Birmingham, Walter hitec,
of the NAACP succceded in getting four cof the defendants to sign their
crosses to statemcnts prepared by the NAACP saying they wished the
NAACP and not the I.L.D. to handlc their case. All of the defendants
are illiterate, unable even to sign their own names. He also visited
some of the parents with 2 warning to the effect that it mcant elecc-
trocution for thelir sons to hove anything to do with the I.L.D,

The NAACP alsc has arranged with Rodericlk Beddcw, a young Bir-
mingham attorney with some reputation in the Statec 2as a criminal
lawyer, to take the case for them on apncal.

Some days after Yalter White's visit to Kilby, the I.L,D. tcok
the parents of the boys, accompanied by their attorney, George Cham~
lee, to the prison to sce the boys, and claims to heve won all of
them over to allowing the I.L.D. attorney to handle their casc.

As the affair stands at present, thc struggle between the I.L.D.
and the NAACP secms to be in o decadlock, with the possiovility in tho
future that the case will be split betwecn the two organizations,
each retzining their own attorney, and endeavoring tc win over as
many of the defendants and the relatives tc their side as possible.




